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FIRM 
OVERVIEW

• Capital Improvements & Renovations
• Exterior Envelope Rehabilitation, Window & Roof Replacement
• Schematic Design
• Design Development
•Construction Document Preparation
• Bidding & Negotiations
• Contractor / Consultant Qualifications
• Construction Administration
• L.E.E.D / Sustainable Design Practice
• NYSERDA Rebate Programs

FFAE Architects was established in 1985. Our firm is unique 
in our ratio of registered architects to support staff. Seven
registered architects and a studio of technical and support
staff, ensures that our professional attention is tailored 
specifically to our client’s needs and delivered in a timely 
manner. Our professional proficiency is capable of handling the 
requirements of all aspects of rehabilitation, renovation, historical 
preservation, new construction and sustainable facilities. 
We’ve been fortunate to establish long-term relationships with 
many industry leaders and we strive to provide appropriately-
designed facilities which support productivity, efficiency and 
overall quality for our clients’ needs. Our firm is dedicated 
to developing efficient designs to match specific program 
needs, with work ranging in scale from large facilities to small 
renovations, all receiving full professional services with all the 
appropriate disciplines required to address the project scope. 
Considered for our Code-compliancy expertise, we serve across 
the State within elected Code review Committees; and continue
to work with State and Building Inspectors in providing
Code interpretations and advise on applications.

Firm Overview

Services

• Site  Analysis
• Master Planning
• Code Compliance – Assessments & Reviews
• Pre-Design Surveys / Program Studies
• Facility Evaluations, Forensic Analysis, and Energy Modeling                                             
• Historic Preservation, Rehabilitation, Alterations & Renovations 
• Space Programming and Space Planning
• Feasibility Studies - Master Planning
• 3D Modeling / Photomontages / Renderings

Tailored Attention

Projects are directed from the inception of the concept to
the completion of construction from the firm’s offices in
Orchard Park, New York. Each project is managed by a
partner who is the principal contact with the client; a
supporting partner, project architect, and technical staff as
required, are dedicated to the project’s entire service
trajectory. We assemble our multidiscipline team from
technical and holistic expertise in all required areas of their
respective field of work and who have demonstrated
capacity to integrate and deliver project scope results
above expectation. As a service-oriented project team,
the chosen project partners have worked closely with our
firm in the past, offering key collaborative roles to the
success of each project. The goal of our organization 
is to provide architectural services that meet
and surpass the client’s requirements architecturally,
financially, and per schedule. To this end the firm remains
accessible and responsive throughout every phase of the
project with the same personable team that begins its
conception.
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FFAE
SERVICES

• Site Analysis

• NYS DOH Compliance

• Sanitarian Inspection Deficiencies Resolution

• C.O.N. Applications

• Code Compliance Reports

• Pre-Design Surveys / Program Studies

• Space Programming and Space Planning

• Facility Evaluations / Surveys

• Feasibility Studies - Master Planning

Basic Service Overview

• 3D Modeling & Renderings

• Schematic Design, Design Development

• Contractor / Consultant Qualifications

• Construction Document Preparation

• Bidding & Negotiations

• Construction Administration

• L.E.E.D. / Sustainable Design

• NYSERDA Rebate Programs
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ALLEGHANY 
COUNCIL ON

ALCOHOL AND  
SUBSTANCE ABUSE

ALLEGHANY, NY

It is hard to imagine a more pleasing and pastoral site for an 
inpatient rehabilitation program for alcohol and drug abuse.

Set upon a hillside overlooking a wooded valley, near the 
edge of town, the new 16-bed residential treatment facility 
takes full advantage of  immersing the residents into calming, 
natural surroundings.

It sits immediately adjacent to the former residential 
facility, which it replaced. The existing building became the 
administrative offices for ACASA.

This  project consisted of a new 7,600 s.f. two-story 
replacement men’s 16-bed community residence and 
administration space.  The new facility includes a kitchen, 
dining room, living room, and counseling areas.  The original 
facility was renovated to become the Main Administration 
for ACASA, including community residents, clinic and 
prevention.

Set into the hillside, the lower level houses, counselor offices, 
kitchen, dining and recreation areas open onto a walkway, 
overlooking the valley.  The upper level houses feature 
multiple bedrooms and a lounge area for the clients.

The character of the facility is distinctly residential in feel, 
which promotes an environment for healing.

LOCATION AND USAGE

SITE DESIGN

RELATED EXPERIENCE

COMPLETION:
 2006

FINAL
 PROJECT 

COST:
 $1,800,000
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ADDITIONS AND ALTERATIONS TO

AMHERST STATION
BUFFALO, NY

Located near the corner of Amherst and Main Street directly 
across from the subway station, this project consists of the 
conversion, partial demolition, and rehabilitation of this multi-
expanded two-story former industrial Cranz-Rubber and 
Gasket Building into a new Mixed-Use - 24 unit apartment 
housing, Community Service Facility Executive Administrative 
Offices and a community Bakery.

The rehabilitation of the exterior envelope consists of a complete 
re-roof, window replacement, poured-in-place concrete frame 
rehabilitation, stone/brick historic masonry rehabilitation, 
cleaning, stone steps rehabilitation and reconstruction of 
contiguous exterior walls where demolition of 18,000 sq. ft. of 
unusable existing structure(s) was removed.

A new 34-space parking lot and landscape areas are sensibly 
integrated with new outdoor activities (i.e. play areas and 
communal social spaces); allowing better efficient use of the 
site with increased green space areas.

The interior rework consists of a complete integration of new 
energy-efficient mechanical/electrical/fire protection with a new 
vertical circulation of stair(s) and passenger elevator. Each 
single and double apartment unit is unique in size and layout, 
ranging from 980 sq. ft. to 1,200 sq. ft.. The units maintain a 
loft-style aesthetic, including exposed concrete frame/masonry 
columns, walls and joists.

Congruent with the City of Buffalo’s Comprehensive Master 
Plan, this project is recognized by the City of Buffalo’s Office 
of Strategic Planning to be the City’s first sustainable design 
LEED (i.e., Silver Rated) “green” project. This project was 
also fortunate to be selected by the Department of Housing 
and Community Renewal competition for state funding with 
the full integration of the new “Green Initiative”.

GREEN INITIATIVE

SITE DESIGN

RELATED EXPERIENCE

COMPLETION:
 2010

FINAL
 PROJECT 

COST:
 $8,000,000

FUNDING:
D.H.C.R.
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ERNST

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
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42 BED

ADDITION


FFAE Architects provided complete architectural and 

engineering services for a new 24,000 sq.ft. addition to an 

existing 188 Bed Health Care Facility.

The design process involved creating a seamless addition 

that connected to the existing facility with low maintenance 

exterior materials. The new addition takes full advantage 

of exterior views for each room. These aspects were all 

keys elements of the design. 

The new design also allowed for the de-centralization of 

the food and nourishment services. The “Country Kitchen“ 

in the new unit will serve the residents in a “Restaurant 

Style” dining experience.
The 42 Bed addition to Autumn View Health Care Facility 

brings the facility’s total number of beds to 230 in the form 

of both private and semi-private rooms. 





 



RELATED EXPERIENCE
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PT/OT ADDITION
& ALTERATIONS

HAMBURG, NY

This 8,200 s.f. state of the art addition to an existing 160-bed 
skilled nursing facility, synthesizes a multitude of resident 
therapies into one unified space of healing. 

The addition enhances the existing P.T./O.T. Programs and 
provides therapies for a new sub-acute population. 

Indirect and natural lighting via light shelves, light soffits, 
and a clerestory spine provide a powerful natural feeling 
of the outdoors. This, in turn, creates a wonderful space to 
encourage and promote the tie-ins to exercise and workouts 
demanded by the therapies.  

An A.D.L. (Activities of Daily Living) Suite is designed to be 
exactly “like home”, creating a residential kitchen, dining, 
bathing and bedroom spaces to prepare rehabilitated 
residents to return home. This project was featured as Best in Category for 

Single Room/Space in the Design “2001” Magazine, a 
national publication of Nursing Homes Long Term Care 
Management.

OVERVIEW

RECOGNITION

PROJECT DESIGN

AUTUMN VIEW H.C.F.

RELATED EXPERIENCE

COMPLETION:
 1999

FINAL
 PROJECT 

COST:
 $1,400,000

ARCHITECTS

FONTANESE
FOLTS

AUBRECHT
ERNST

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
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18-BED
TRANSITIONAL

HOUSING
BATAVIA, NY

As part of the overall campus of the Veterans Administration 
in the heart of the City of Batavia, FFAE Architects was 
commissioned to integrate new 18 bed Transitional Housing 
for homeless veterans throughout New York State as part of the 
Veterans Administration Medical Center’s continuum of care. 

The exterior of the building is an authentic representation 
of Federal Style exhibiting flemish bond brick veneer 
system with masonry block tile backup. It is adorned with 
continuous simulated stone terra cotta cornices, a two 
story portico, slate roofing and a stone balustrade crown.  

The overall project renovation features the integration of 
18-bed in a cluster arrangement. Each cluster is divided into 
two separate neighborhoods, where nine residents share a 
common semi-private lounge located at the end of each wing. 
Each neighborhood is further divided into a series of households 
which is commensurable to the number of private and shared 
bathing rooms. All residents share a central dining area which 
is served from the central kitchen within the facility. Common 
program spaces include: a small kitchenette, a computer room 
that houses internet capabilities for vocational and educational 
purposes, and a living room that is to be used for family, visitors 
and social occasions. Careful integration of the rehabilitation 
work was executed commensurable to the Office of Interiors 
and Historic Preservation Guidelines, preserving the historic 
character and visual linkages of the exterior and interior spaces.

Built in 1932, this National Historic Registered Landmark is 
an existing five story poured in place reinforced concrete 
frame with concrete floor joists and slab system. As 
part of a National Competition for federal funding, this 
project represents the first time the VA has partnered 
with outside community non-for-profit(s) and State 
Agencies (OASAS) to assist in the care of veterans.

LOCATION OVERVIEW

USAGE

SITE DESIGN

BATAVIA VAMC

RELATED EXPERIENCE

COMPLETION:
 2011

FINAL
 PROJECT 

COST:
 $3,000,000

FUNDING:
O.A.S.I.S /

GRANT PER DIEM

ARCHITECTS

FONTANESE
FOLTS

AUBRECHT
ERNST

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

6395 West Quaker Street    Orchard Park, NY 14127    716.662.2200    www.ffae.biz



WILLOW POINT
NURSING HOME

BINGHAMTON, NY

This project incorporates the complete replacement of 
Broome County’s existing skilled nursing facility with a new 
264,000 s.f., two-story, 300-bed resident campus organized 
around 40-bed residential scale neighborhoods which are 
further divided into two 20-bed resident households.  

The design allows the nursing staff and administration to 
provide a multitude of differing levels of care and therapies 
at each 40-bed resident unit;  from subacute rehabilitation, 
to dementia care, to Assisted Living.

All of the residential-scale neighborhoods connect to the 
main Community Center which houses resident social spaces 
consisting of an Auditorium, Café, Bank, Therapy Wellness, 
Salon, and Shops.  With the Community Center located in 
a central position, all visitors, residents and administration 
animate the main social spaces and allow great opportunities 
for shared activities among residents, staff and family to take 
place. Separate from the main resident corridor, all linen, 
dietary, and other ancillary services function independently 
both vertically and horizontally from the resident circulation 
paths and programed spaces.

Each home-like household has independent dining, activities, 
private lounges and gathering spaces.  The percentage 
of double bedrooms to single/private resident bedrooms 
equates to a 80/20 ratio. All of the double bedrooms layouts 
feature an ‘L’ shaped bedroom that privatizes each resident 
space. 

OVERVIEW

RESIDENT SPACES

PROJECT DESIGN

BROOME COUNTY

RELATED EXPERIENCE

FINAL
 PROJECT 

COST:
 est.

$60,000,000

ARCHITECTS
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6395 West Quaker Street    Orchard Park, NY 14127    716.662.2200    www.ffae.biz



WOMENS CLINIC
WARD 3B

VETERANS AFFAIRS
MEDICAL CENTER

BUFFALO, NY

The Buffalo Veteran Affairs Medical Center renovated its 
Women’s Primary Care to improve patient confidentiality 
and privacy during check-in, while providing a more efficient 
office space for the staff to work. 

The renovation was focused on increasing the reception’s 
area, from one receptionist to two, while creating a visual 
and auditory separation between patients checking in and 
the waiting room. Also, there was a need to replace one large 
doctor’s office and a small office for two pact staff members 
to share with an office for five workstations.

Along with the new pact staff office were staff amenities 
providing easy access to printers,  a secure medication 
dispensing unit, coat rack and immediate adjacency to 
receptionists.

GOAL

PROJECT DESIGN

RELATED EXPERIENCE

COMPLETION:
 2013

FINAL
 PROJECT 

COST:
 $320,000

ARCHITECTS

FONTANESE
FOLTS

AUBRECHT
ERNST

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
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WOMENS CLINIC
WARD 7A

VETERANS AFFAIRS
MEDICAL CENTER

BUFFALO, NY

The Buffalo Veteran Affairs Medical Center renovated its 
outpatient Infusion Ward to increase the capacity of patients 
(from 8 spaces up to 14), while making the space more 
comfortable and home like for the patients. 

The renovation was focused on providing privacy to patients, 
adding amenities to all treatment spaces, and streamlining 
the infusion process between nurses and patients.

Along with the renovation of the space, a new mechanical 
unit was added to handle the heating and cooling needs of 
the entire  seventh floor Infusion ward wing as well as the 
8th floor (approx. 20,000 sq. ft.).

GOAL

PROJECT DESIGN

RELATED EXPERIENCE

COMPLETION:
 2013

FINAL
 PROJECT 

COST:
 $1,244,000

ARCHITECTS

FONTANESE
FOLTS

AUBRECHT
ERNST

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
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CANANDAIGUA VAMC

CADENCE SQUARE
CANANDAIGUA, NY

The traditional call-and-response military work song 
performed in unison by military personnel while marching 
is known as a cadence call. Military cadences provided 
structure and order for the life-world for each squadron/
platoon. As a result, the cadence calls are oral military 
folklore whose techniques are used to instill camaraderie 
and teamwork in the daily life-world of the military.

The translation(s) of the cadence call for this project’s 
architectural work provides context towards the 
understanding of the various layers of meaning inscribed 
in its ordered form; uniting together the continuum of care 
proposed to the Canandaigua VA Campus. This project 
seeks to introduce a cadence call which generates new 
discovered understandings, relationships and experiences 
between history, site, body, movement through the built 
environment of the Continuum of Care program.

Analogous to the cadence call operation, the relationship 
of the old and the new provide context to enter into the 
history of the VA Campus and community alike. The project 
is a continuation of the existing fabric’s historical narrative, 
incorporating new chapters of understanding for the Veterans 
daily life.        

The continuum of care community is comprised in the form 
of 15-Bed Congregate Living, 11-Bed Transitional Housing, 
and a 17-Bed Family Apartments offers an analogous 
relationship to the scale of a Military Platoon during basic 
training, with four (4) separate squadrons forming one 
(1) complete platoon.  Traditional Military Platoons are 
comprised of a total of 44 military personnel; with groups of 
four squadrons comprised of equal personnel in each.  This 
project’s cadence as a thing in-itself is considered incomplete; 
which equates to 43 total persons (i.e., one shy of 44). 
However, the cadence becomes temporarily fulfilled with 
action through the participation of the community (i.e., VA and 
Canandaigua) in the area dedicated as a Museum Theater.

CONTEXT

SITE DESIGN

RELATED EXPERIENCE

COMPLETION:
 2014

FINAL
 PROJECT 

COST:
$10,000,000

FUNDING:
D.H.C.R./ O.A.S.A.S 

/ Grant Per Diem

ARCHITECTS

FONTANESE
FOLTS

AUBRECHT
ERNST

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
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CANTERBURY

WOODS DINING 

ADDITION


Canterbury Woods is a Continuing Care Residential 

Community (CCRC) providing elder housing including 

independent, assisted and skilled levels of licensed 

services.

To offer a variety of dining experiences a 3,000 s.f. addition 

was designed to relocate and expand the existing informal 

dining to 120 seats. 

Delicate phasing was required to not disrupt the facilities 

operations and to maintain the existing dining and kitchen 

services throughout construction.

Renovation of the existing space provides additional casual 

seating choices around the new café, while the existing formal 

dining area was opened to create circulation and visual fl ow, 

integrating all spaces into the dining experience.

An evaluation of the existing kitchen layout resulted in its 

redesign for a more effi cient and appropriate staff circulation 

reducing the chance for cross contamination of food.

A vegetative roof was included as part of the design to 

enhance the new roofscape for the resident’s apartments 

above.

 

RELATED EXPERIENCE







 





ARCHITECTS

FONTANESE

FOLTS

AUBRECHT

ERNST
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1ST FLOOR
RENOVATIONS,

LOUNGES, SERVERY
WILLIAMSVILLE, NY

Oxford Village is an existing Skilled Nursing Facility consisting of a 
(1) one-story 48-bed Unit occupying the grade level of a three-story 
structure located within a continuing care campus setting.  Its services 
are met from a common ancillary which is shared by all the eldercare 
components of this campus.  

The Dining renovations’ design strived toward an enhanced dining 
experience and service with a new Country Kitchen and new dining 
furnishings as well as wall and flooring finishes. These improvements 
all work towards strengthening the residents’ “sense of participation 
and choice” by enfranchising them with a congenial “bistro-like” feel 
during their mealtimes. 

The unit’s main lounge and on-unit activities area is called the 
Homestead and is located immediately across the corridor from 
the Dining areas. Its new arrangement and betterments include 
furnishings updates, the addition of a new fireplace and library 
complete with a residents’ computer center; Both smaller resident 
lounges also enjoy similar improvements. 

The Bathing suites were renovated into Spa-like environments with 
improved ADA circulation and privacy. 

Daily-use equipment such as Hoyer Lifts were provided with new 
convenient alcoves along the corridors which provide both a charging 
station and staff satellite, touchscreen charting and information areas. 
Other amenities such as the main Activities room, Entry / Welcome 
Lobby and the Administrative areas were similarly upgraded.

In order to continue promoting a supportive environment and 
enhancing the residents’ quality of life, the new arrangements, 
renovations and reappointing of the unit’s resident, administrative and 
common areas all share in helping to improve the unit’s residential 
feel; making surroundings more familial and intimate, while also 
providing residents with greater opportunity for interlude dispersed 
throughout their home.

LOCATION OVERVIEW

OBJECTIVE

PROJECT DESIGN

OXFORD VILLAGE

RELATED EXPERIENCE

COMPLETION:
 2015

FINAL
 PROJECT 

COST:
 $1,300,000

ARCHITECTS
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CAZENOVIA
MANOR

LEGION DRIVE, BUFFALO, NY

Located in south Buffalo, this project encompasses the 
construction of a new 24-bed two-story wood framed 
replacement facility for an existing 18-bed Community 
Residence.

The new replacement facility features unique residential 
setting, blending into the context and vernacular of the 
neighborhood setting. As part of the design process, we 
included Community involvement in a series of work sessions 
and incorporated their collective voices into the design to 
mitigate impact and seek consensus.

The interior incorporates visual residential cues in the 
progression of entering the facility similar to a regular home. 
As one enters, a living room, dining room, monumental stair 
and kitchen welcome the resident and visitors alike to promote 
healing and comfort.  Special care is made to provide resident 
household suites; thereby breaking down the scale of living 
arrangements as well allowing flexibility to separate male and 
female living and sleeping areas.  From a site standpoint, the 
soil conditions and foundations were carefully planned due to 
the poor soil conditions where the existing site used to house 
the embankment of Cazenovia Creek.

FFAE Architects provided complete analysis of possible 
approaches to bring the existing facility to compliance to 
OASAS regulation/guidelines that included renovation 
scenarios, additions to existing as well as a new replacement 
facility. As part of the selected scenario, FFAE carefully 
mapped out the inclusion for the 18-bed existing facility 
to remain fully operational during a phased approach of 
construction.

LOCATION OVERVIEW

APPROACH

PROJECT DESIGN

RELATED EXPERIENCE

COMPLETION:
 2008

FINAL
 PROJECT 

COST:
 $1,800,000

ARCHITECTS

FONTANESE
FOLTS

AUBRECHT
ERNST

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
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CHAUTAUQUA
COUNTY

NURSING HOME
DUNKIRK, NY

This project was designed to bring the existing Chatauqua 
County Nursing Home up to current A.D.A. standards and 
NYS Building Code. 

Additions  to  the  first and second floors  were added at the 
east  and  west ends of the facility, as well as at the front 
entrance area.

Existing  interior  spaces were  remodeled to create single 
and double bed resident rooms. 

Existing  masonry  window openings were retained in  an 
effort to  control costs, resulting  in rooms of varying sizes, 
but all are of  adequate  space for resident care.  Likewise, 
private bathrooms of varying sizes and shapes to meet A.D.A.  
standards are provided  in each  resident room. 

New and  remodeled  spaces  were stacked, to achieve 
plumbing economies where possible.

The design eliminated (21)  4-bed Wards, thereby creating: 
adequate space for  acessible resident  toilet rooms, (3)  44-
bed and (2) 43-bed Nursing Units,  for a total of 218 beds.  

OVERVIEW

INITIAL WORK

PROJECT DESIGN

RELATED EXPERIENCE

COMPLETION:
 2004

FINAL
 PROJECT 

COST:
 $15,000,000

ARCHITECTS

FONTANESE
FOLTS

AUBRECHT
ERNST

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
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CRESTWOOD 
HEALTHCARE

CENTER
WHEATFIELD, NY

Totaling 87,000 square feet, this 160-bed nursing home 
is a one-and-a-half story brick building of contemporary 
colonial design.  Responding to the current Part 713 of the 
New York State Hospital Code’s intent to provide residential 
individualism, identity and dignity, the scale and appearance 
of this design is purposely residential, utilizing pillars, 
mullioned windows and gables.

The design layout consists of four 40-bed wings, each 
comprised of two 20-bed units; all beds are Skilled Nursing 
Care.  Twenty beds are devoted to special rehabilitation and 
sub-acute care with medical gases installed in the walls.  Each 
wing is self-contained with dining rooms, lounges, and activity 
rooms.  Natural light enhances each of the corridor lounges and 
allows for direct connection to the unit terraces and gardens.  
The wings are unified by a central Atrium and Living Room, 
with supportive administration, kitchen, therapy clinics, laundry 
and mechanical areas immediately adjacent.  The design also 
includes two guest rooms for family members and visitors.

The 22 acre site was fully Master Planned to accommodate 
future expansions consistent with the “front porch, unit garden, 
neighborhood” approach.  Future expansions contemplated 
include independent living units and an adult care facility.

This project was featured in the Category of New Construc-
tion in the Design “98” Magazine, a national publication of 
Nursing Homes Long Term Care Management. 

OVERVIEW

PROJECT DESIGN

RECOGNITION

RELATED EXPERIENCE

COMPLETION:
 1995

FINAL
 PROJECT 

COST:
 $11,100,000

ARCHITECTS

FONTANESE
FOLTS

AUBRECHT
ERNST

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
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ELDERWOOD SENIOR CARE



ELDERWOOD
SENIOR APARTMENTS:

CRESTWOOD COMMONS
WHEATFIELD, NY

This project consists of a 75,400 square feet, two story 50 
- unit apartment building.  The facility is located in the Town 
of Wheatfield, New York. The facility contains 36 single-
bedroom apartments and 14 two-bedroom apartments 
located on property adjacent to the Crestwood Health Care 
Center and the Crestwood Common Patio Homes.

The buildings general layout includes two resident wings with 
a centrally located common area. The common area includes 
a resident dining room with a fully equipped commercial 
kitchen. The common area also includes lounges, social 
gathering spaces and a spacious outdoor patio area. 

LOCATION OVERVIEW

SITE DESIGN

KEY STAFF

PARTNER: PAUL. A ERNST, R.A.  

RELATED EXPERIENCE

COMPLETION:
 2007

FINAL
 PROJECT 

COST:
 $6,800,000

ARCHITECTS

FONTANESE
FOLTS

AUBRECHT
ERNST

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

6395 West Quaker Street    Orchard Park, NY 14127    716.662.2200    www.ffae.biz



This project converted the existing 160-bed Skilled Nursing 
Facility into a 160-bed Assisted Living Program.

The interior renovations included the replacement of all 
resident room toilets with ADA-compliant toilet rooms; the 
removal of all existing nurse stations, charting rooms and 
offices; the reconfiguration of all bathing suites, and the re-
work of the administration area.

The original building, designed by FFAE Architects, was 
completed in 1976. FFAE previously designed a dining area 
addition for each of the two levels, and major additions and 
renovations to the lounge, therapy, and administration areas 
in 1999.

LOCATION OVERVIEW

USAGE

SITE DESIGN

HEATHWOOD
ASSISTED LIVING

AT WILLIAMSVILLE
WILLIAMSVILLE, NY

ELDERWOOD SENIOR CARE

RELATED EXPERIENCE

COMPLETION:
 2012

FINAL
 PROJECT 

COST:
 $2,000,000

ARCHITECTS

FONTANESE
FOLTS

AUBRECHT
ERNST

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
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GENESEE/ ORLEANS 
COUNCIL ON

ALCOHOL AND
SUBSTANCE ABUSE

BATAVIA, NY

This structure was originally built in the later 1800’s and 
was added to twice as a large residence.  When acquired 
by GCASA, the house had been unused for several years.  
Wood framed and originally built in the Italianate Style, the 
building sat on a parcel whose grounds had been previously 
well nurtured, but had become overgrown with time.  

FFAE began the project by assessing the condition of the 
exisiting building, recognizing the spatial needs of the 
program. With the desire to effectively reuse the historic 
structure and preserve its place in the community, it was 
decided to maintain the original portion and remove the later 
additions.

The original building was gutted and essentially rebuilt 
structurally and mechanically. The two story addition, housing 
the offices and counseling areas, was constructed to the rear 
of the original, with the second floors aligning. An elevator 
was positioned at the juncture between the new and the old.  
A completely new electrical and gas service was installed.

The result was a structure that preserved historic and 
residential character, complementing the Atwater facility 
next door and earning praise from the historical society of 
Batavia.

Needing a significant growth in office and program space, 
GCASA sought to relocate from the lower level of the former 
Genesee Hospital to this residence, adjacent to their Atwater 
House, a residential facility located on East Main Street.
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GLENWOOD
SENIOR VILLAGE

WILLIAMSVILLE, NY

This 74,000 s.f. apartment complex is located in the village 
of Williamsville New York.  There are 75 apartment units, 
consisting of studios, one-bedrooms, and two-bedrooms.  
There are also 20 Assisted-Living Units incorporated into 
the design.

The common program amenities include lounges, billiard 
room, library, screened porches, activities, private dining 
room, wellness area, country kitchen, and a central 
courtyard.

Each unit is handicapped-accessible and has a full 
kitchenette.

The exterior is sensitive to the context of the village setting 
of Williamsville. 

This project was featured in the Category of New Construction 
in the Design “99” Magazine, a national publication of 
Nursing Homes Long Term Care Management.
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IROQUOIS
NURSING HOME

ONONDAGA, SYRACUSE, NY

This new-build construction project, located on a hill overlooking the City of Syracuse, has a total of 160 beds 
including a 40 bed Dementia Unit, a 40 bed Respiratory Care Unit, and 80 beds of Skilled Nursing Care.  

The building encompasses four floors; 

The first floor containing the 40 bed Dementia Unit and all of the ancillary facilities of Administration, Dietary, Laundry, Storage, 
Mechanical and Therapy Departments.  

The second floor contains a 40 bed Respiratory Unit, and floors three and four are Skilled Nursing Units.
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MERCY

CENTER


The Sisters of Mercy in the diocese of Buffalo completely 

reconstructed approximately 115,000 S.F. of the existing 

Convent through major alterations to create a 15-bed 

Infi rmary (S.N.F.), a 15-bed Assisted Living Facility, and a 

57-Unit single bedroom apartment complex. 

The Unit sizes range from 260 S.F. to 500 S.F., with a variety 

of arrangements and levels of care service.

The renovation of the four-story masonry structure, built in 

1904, included many new amenities such as Activity Rooms, 

Lounges equipped with kitchenettes, Solariums, and a new 

covered porch and entry.

The new design brought the building into current barrier-free 

and building systems design, while maintaining the character 

of the exterior. 

The heating, cooling, plumbing, and electrical systems were 

extensively, if not completely, overhauled as part of this 

project.
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PINE HAVEN
NURSING & 

REHABILTATION CENTER


A 128 – bed Skilled Nursing Campus, currently in the planning 

stages, to replace the existing 120 - bed Nursing Home.  This 

design strives to both incorporate some of the “Green House” 

concepts while meeting the local climate and NYSDOH code 

requirements.

The neighborhoods enjoy great access to outdoor spaces 

and natural lighting both from the households and shared 

community spaces throughout.

Centrally located to each neighborhood is the community’s 

“Main Street” area within the ancillary.  It serves as a 

“destination spot” in the residents’ daily activities; Offering a 

wide variety of amenities such as – a Wi-Fi Café, a Bistro, 

Sundries & periodicals stand, Personal Laundry, Salon, 

Post Offi ce, Chapel, Doctors’ suite, Concierge services, 

Grand Lobby & Reception, Community Activities Room and 

Therapy spaces.  

In addition, the campus’ Occupational & Physical therapies 

will offer outpatient services as well as including an outpatient 

dialysis center.

The “campus-style”, one story facility consists of (2) 64 - bed 

“Neighborhoods”, book ending an ancillary building.  Each 

“Neighborhood” is comprised of (1) 20 – bed “Household” and 

(2) 22 - bed “Households”, complete with their own resident 

lounges and service areas.  The (3) households share the 

neighborhood’s central dining spaces where a country kitchen 

conveniently serves all the neighborhood’s residents in a 

restaurant style.
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VAN
RENSSELAER

MANOR
SKILLED NURSING FACILITY

RENSSELAER COUNTY, NY

This facility is a new 362-bed replacement County 
Nursing Home on a +/- 10 acre si te located on 
a hilltop overlooking the Cities of Troy and Albany.

The building encompasses a basement level and three 
floors. 

There are three 40-bed wings are on each of the three 
floors.

Administrative areas, activities, personal care, therapies, 
kitchen, and staff dining are located on the first floor.

The basement contains receiving, laundry, lockers, storage, 
mechanical and electrical rooms, and is grade-accessible.

This project was a Co-Winner for Best in the Category of 
New Construction in the Design “98” Magazine, a national 
publication of Nursing Homes Long Term Care Management. 
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SCHOFIELD 
RESIDENCE

SKILLED NURSING FACILITY
TONAWANDA, NY

A 120-bed skilled nursing facility proposed to replace the 
existing Schofield residence. 

The overall design drives its tenets from the characteristics 
of the “Green House” concept.  However, a hybrid 
solution is pursued in that all-season links connect the 
neighborhoods to the ancillary building.  This allows for a 
more appropriate campus arangement to our northern climate. 

Appointing each cottage are lounges, parlors, hearths and 
seasonal porches.  The residential feel contiues into the 
neighborhood core where country kitchens and nursing 
areas help to break down the dining spaces enhancing 
the intimacy of the dining experience.  Private dining 
spaces, seasonal terraces and personal launderies offer 
dispersed points of interest and interlude and continue 
the “main street” theem of the ancillary’s common spaces.  
By grouping destinations such as the concierge station, 
Cafe, sundries, and therapies spaces the “main street” 
theme serves to animate and build comunal bonds.

 Its comprised of two 60-bed Neighborhoods bookending an 
ancillary building.

Each neighborhood has (4) 15-bed cottages orbiting a central 
service core. Focus was placed on providing all private 
bedrooms to acheive this arrangement. 
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ALZHEIMERS
ASSISTED LIVING

FACILITY
LANCASTER, NY

The primary focus of this project incorporates the complete 
development of a Program/Feasibility Study for a new 72-
apartment dementia campus adjacent to be located to an 
existing skilled nursing facility. 

Within the neighborhoods, all of the households share 
common A.D.L. services. Residents will also enjoy green 
spaces provided that contain healing gardens, covered 
porches, and specialized simulated environments containing 
mnemonic cues to recall their past history and memory.

Further social interaction with family, friends and staff takes 
place at the Community Center Building which ties all three 
neighborhoods together.  In addition to dementia related 
care, the Community Center also houses Adult Day-care 
program, General Store, Restaurant, Spa, and a Auditorium/
Chapel to be shared with the surrounding community.

The residential home-like campus is organized around 
three resident neighborhood cottages which are subdivided 
further into three household containing eight residents.
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UHCNH
MAPLEWOOD

CAMPUS
CANTON, NY

The  design  incorporates some of the “Green House” concepts 
and consists of (2) 48-bed SNF “neighborhoods” in a one-
story layout and a 2-story 48-bed assisted living building.

Each neighborhood is comprised of  (4)  12-bed 
residential cottages complete with their own lounges 
and service areas, as well as dining areas for 24 
residents served separately by a Country Kitchen.  

Every neighborhood has its own entrance and parking, 
but also maintains a link to the Ancillary Building so 
that residents can enjoy the “Main Street” amenities 
including a cafe, salon, activities and therapy spaces.

OVERVIEW

PROJECT DESIGN

UNITED HELPERS CANTON
NURSING HOME, INC.

This project consisted of a 144 bed skilled nursing and assisted 
living facility constructed to replace the existing United Helpers 
Canton Nursing Home.
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This project consists of additions and renovations to the 
United Helpers Nursing Home Campus. The United Helpers 
Management Company decided to merge the Cedars 
Nursing Home’s beds onto the United Helpers Nursing Home 
Campus, 1.5 miles away. The merger results in a new 180-
bed skilled nursing facility.

The existing first and second floor lounges and forty-five of 
the existing resident rooms command views of the River. 
The additions take advantage of the existing building’s 
established circulation patterns and make the most of the 
existing site’s vistas.

These two major additions ameliorate the congestion of the 
existing facility and improve nursing and service relationships. 
The additions and renovations utilize “Neighborhood” and 
“Household-styled” layouts in an effort to decentralize the 
service areas and achieve a more residential scale.

The existing two-story United Helpers Nursing Home is 
located on an 10 acre site along the bank of the St. Lawrence 
Seaway. 
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UNITED
HELPERS

OGDENSBURG
OGDENSBURG, NY

UNITED HELPERS NURSING
 HOME, INC.

RELATED EXPERIENCE

COMPLETION:
 2007

FINAL
 PROJECT 

COST:
 $19,000,000

ARCHITECTS

FONTANESE
FOLTS

AUBRECHT
ERNST

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

6395 West Quaker Street    Orchard Park, NY 14127    716.662.2200    www.ffae.biz


